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The first Indian Tramway !

ABullock Tram was started between Dabhoi and Miyagam by Maharaja Khanderao Gaekwad of Baroda State in February 1862.
Itwas the first such attempt by a native ruler anywhere in British dominions. Two Oxen were used to haul the train.
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EDITORIAL

=
Dear Friends,

The whole world is celebrating 150 years of
Mahatma Gandhi by issuing postage stamps in
different denominations of their currencies. The
Indian Postal Department — India Post is not only
celebrating the occasion but minting money by
issuing high value postage stamps and special
covers in quantity on the Mahatma Gandhi. India
Post has issued 17 postage stamps which have a
face value of Rs. 370 and Miniature Sheets of
RS. 330 in between 2nd October 2018 to 2nd
October 2019.

India Post have issued hundreds of special
covers on the Mahatma Gandhi from their
different Postal Circles in this year of celebration.

India Post is taking advantage of weakness of the
philatelists. They know that these blind collectors
of Gandhi theme will buy anything, and
everything issued on Gandhi by them.

We collectors are not realizing that how these
hundreds of special covers on Mahatma Gandhi
can be used to prepare an exhibit.

After a few months when we collectors would
realise the glaring mistake, it would be too late to
repair the same.

So, dear friends be cautious and think what and
why we are collecting or spending out hard
earned money.

Jai Philately.

- Prashant Pandya
(M) +919879571179



Society News

We welcome our new members who joined our society during last
fewmonths.

New Ordinary Member

1. Shri Narendrabhai V. Padia, B-24, Chandragupt Apt., Nr. Gayatri
Mandir, Chandranagar, Waghodia Road, Vadodara 390 019. (M)
9824675852, email : narendrabhaipadiabhai@yahoo.com,
General Collection.

2.Dr.(Mrs.) Shruti P. Chandarana, 8/2, Nilkanth Society, Opp. Paris
Nagar, Nr. Lions Hall, Racecourse, Vadodara 390 007. (M)
+919898134075, email : shrut4u@gmail.com, Smile

New Life Member

1. Mrs. Malvika A. Safaya, 201, Grishma Regence, Bhd. Don Bosco
School, Near Kabir Complex, Makarpura Road, Vadodara 390 010.
(M) +919879804587, email: msafaya2011@gmail.com,
Animals, Plants, New Inventions.

New Associate Life Member

1. Shri Prafulkumar K. Thakkar, Behind Sahjanand College,
Ambawadi, Ahmedabad -380015. (M) +919327022642, (R)+91-
79-26309115,®+91-79-26303642, email: pkthakkar@gmail.com,
praful25@yahoo.com, Indian Stamps, FDCs, Bazar Cards, Folders
etc.

New Associate Member

1. Shri Jaydev |. Nansey, Dr. Shah's Bungalow, 3, Patel Colony,
Jamnagar - 361 008. (M) +919426470996, (R) 2752290, (O)
2679732, email : nansey@gamail.com, Naval Cancelled Covers,
Maximaphily.

New Addition to Library

1. Philcent India 2018-19 by Shri P. C. Jaiswal.

2. One Page, One Theme, (Philatelic Bouquet of Creative
Presentations) by Shri Praful Thakkar IAS (Retd.)

3. Phil India 2019-20 by Shri Manik Jain.

4. Mahatma Gandhi Stamps of Truth (1948-2019) by Shri Vijay
Sheth

Acknowledgments

1. SIGNET: Vol 41 No.4 Jan-Mar 2019.

2. Rainbow Stamp News (e-Bulletin): Apr, May, Jun, Jul, Aug, Sep,
Oct, Nov. 2019.

3. Ananthapuri Stamp Bulletin (e-Bulletin): Apr, May, Jun, Jul, Aug,
Sep, Oct, Nov. 2019.

4. Deccan Philatelists (e-Bulletin) Vol 19, No. 2, 3, 2019.

5. RSEC Newsletter Vol. VII, Jul 2019 Issue Il.

Philatelic Display
A “Stamp Exhibition” and My stamp Drive was conducted at INS
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We are thankful to our following
members for Page Sponsorship for this
issue:

» Shri Askok Kumar Bayanwala,Ahmedabad
» Imtiaz Chauhan, Vadodara

» Dr. Arun Arya, Vadodara

» Shri. Dhirubhai Mehta, Mumbai

» Shri D. K. Punekar, Vadodara

» Dr. Punit S. Dixit, Nadiad

Valsura, with an objective to promote philately
amongst the younger generation. Our
Associate Member Shri Ashok D. Pandya of
Jamnagar had exhibited his stamp collection
at INS Valsura, Jamnagar. Exhibition was
inaugurated by Commodore C. Raghuram,
V.S.M., C.0., INS Valsura. Suptd. Of Post, Sh.
T.N. Malik was also present on the occasion.

Our members Markand Dave, Punit Dixit and
Ramakant Dave exhibited their collection on
Mahatma Gandhi at Ahmedabad on 1st to 3rd
October 2019 at Exhibition Gallery, NID, Paldi,
Ahmedabad on the occasion of 150th Birth
Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.

Those who wish to send their surplus material
for Vadophil Auction may please contact Shri
Timir Shah, Secretary, Baroda Philatelic
Society.

Membership Information

Ordinary Membership
(Ordinary Membership is restricted to the
residents of Baroda City and Baroda district only,)

Admission Fees: ¥ 100/-
Annual Fees (Adults): ¥ 200/-
Annual Fees (Juniors): ¥ 100/-

Associate Membership Fees
(Associate Membership is available to residents
of India and abroad)

Admission Fees: T 100/-
Annual Fees: ¥ 200/-

Life Membership Fees: % 3000/- (India)
Life Membership Fees: % 7500/- (Abroad)

01


mailto:narendrabhaipadiabhai@yahoo.com,
mailto:shrut4u@gmail.com
mailto:msafaya2011@gmail.com,
mailto:nansey@gmail.com

PCI Seminar at Nadiad

The Gujarat Philatelists Association in co-operation with Baroda
Philatelic Society, Anand Philatelic Association & Kheda District
PhilatelicAssociation had organized Seminar on Saturday, 6th April
2019 in association with Philatelic Congress of India (PCI) at
Nadiad.

Four different Presentations were given by different speakers.

1. Mr. Prashant Pandya - “One Frame Exhibits”

2. Mr. Piyush Khaitan - “The 1948 Air-India International postage
stampissue”

3. Mr. Abhishek Bhuwalka - “Use of Literature in Research”
4.Mr.Markand Dave - “Danish Settlementsin India”

Various one frame exhibits were also on display at the venue.

19th RPSL Meeting at Vadodara

19th Royal Philatelic Society, London was jointly held with Baroda
Philatelic in the Express Hotel, Vadodara on 12th May 2019. The
meeting was well attended by nearly 30 members.

Mr. Prashant Pandya, President of Baroda Philatelic Society
welcomed the members and guests. He gave brief introduction and
information about Baroda Philatelic Society and its activities.

Mr. Markand Dave gave brief introduction of Royal Philatelic
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Continued...

Society, London and its activities. Mr. Dave
also informed the members and guest about
the upcoming exhibition STOCKHOLMIA
2019.

During the Meeting presentation on three
subjects were made by Eric Scherer (Zurich)
and Markand Dave.

Eric Scherer made detailed presentation on
French Settlement in India, Early Postal
History till Adhesive Stamps. His second
presentation was on French Settlement in
India Peculiarities of Philately & Postal History.

The second speaker of the meeting was
Markand Dave FRPSL who spoke on 1929 Air
Mail Stamps of India and the drawing
competition for the stamp, where 77
participants took part and Mr. G Grant was the
winner, He also shown the drawing submitted
by Mr. Stephen H Smith, which was the Entry
No. 1 (The first drawing for the competition)
however he didn't win.

Mr. Prashant Pandya presented beautiful
mementos to both the speakers on behalf of
Baroda Philatelic Society. The memento has
the iconic image of Vad which means Banyan
tree, Odra means city, the city of Banyan tree -
Vadodara (Old name of the city, now known as
Baroda).

The meeting was followed by delicious Indian
Lunch with range of varieties.

Philatelic Workshop

Timir R. Shah, Secretary of Baroda Philatelic
Society, conducted two philatelic workshops
at BABS School (English Medium & Gujarati
Medium), at Bardoli, Suraton 22nd July 2019.
Philatelic Workshop was organised by Sh.
Nitin Yeola, SSP Bardoli Division, Vadodara
Region to promote Philately in the region and
to create awareness about Deen Dayal
SPARSH Yojana to school children. Both the
Workshops were well attended by students
andteachers.

On the spot Quiz was also conducted and

prizes were given to the Winners by Dept. of
Post.
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Annual General Body Meeting and Governing Council for 2019
-2020

Annual General Body meeting of Baroda Philatelic Society was held
at Hotel Tansha Regency, Old Padra Road, Vadodara on 22nd
September 2019. The following Governing Council members were
elected.

President: Shri PrashantH. Pandya

Vice President: Shri Suresh Thakkar

Hon. Secretary/Librarian : Shri Timir R. Shah

Joint Secretary: ShriMohan P. Vaze

Treasurer: ShriAshwin C. Shah

Members: 1. ShriR. U. Dave & 2. ShriMihirR. Shah

Internal Auditors: Shri Yogesh K. Shah and Shri Digant R. Mehta
Office Co-Ordinator: Smt. ParulH. Shah

Dr. Punit S. Dixit was nominated as Co-Opt member to Governing
Council of Baroda Philatelic Society.

Shri Prashant Pandya gave presentation on “Philatelic Elements for

Thematic Exhibits”. Shri Timir Shah gave presentation on Sweet
Memories of Baroda Philatelic Society.
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Congratulations to our members

We congratulate our following members for
winning awards at various philatelic
exhibitions.

Stampex 2019:

1. Shri Markand Dave, Gold, King George V
Airmail Issues of India

2. Shri Pragya Jain, Large Vermeil, The King
George Vissues of India

Stockholmia 2019:

1. ShriPragya Jain, Gold, Study of firstissues
of India.

2. ShriMarkand Dave, Vermeil, 1929 Airmails
Stamps of India.

China2019:
1. Shri Pragya Jain, Large Vermeil, Mother
Earth.

Sydney Stamp and Coin Expo 2019:
1. Shri Rahul Ganguly, Silver Bronze, Early
Cancellations / Postmarks of Allahabad.

Vadophil won Silver Medal at New Zealand
Philatelic Literature Exhibition 2019

16th New Zealand Philatelic Literature
Exhibition 2019 was hosted by the
Christchurch (NZ) Philatelic Society Inc on
28th September 2019 at Philatelic Centre,
Christchurch, New Zealand. Our newsletter
‘Vadophil' has won Silver Medal at this
exhibition. All entries were on display at the
Literature Exhibition in Christchurch, NZ on
28th Sept. 2019 and will be forwarded to the
NZ2020 FIAP Exhibition in Auckland next
year, either as competitive entries or on
display.

Realisation of Auction No. 33:
Lot nos.: 2, 25, 75, 78: %55; 5, 21, 87:
¥ 135; 6, 96: 110; 9, 16, 48, 62, 74:
350; 11, 63, 79, 80, 81,113: 2100; 13:
365; 14, 15, 17, 18, 57,117: %60; 22:
3120; 27:375;28,29:3125; 30:2500;
33:%200; 35, 37, 38, 40, 41, 42:3300;
36, 39: I550; 43, 44, 45, 46, 54, 58,
60, 69, 92, 94, 97:%40; 50, 55, 86, 88,
101, 105: %150; 51:% 35; 76: %175/,
90:%700; 91:400; 95:%425; 98: %65;
100:%800.
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Mysore Princely State Postal History Part li

Postal Stationery

Continued from Vadophil, Jan.—April. 2019, No. 157 - 158

That the Government of the Princely State of Mysore has its own
Service Postcard and letter sheet that these postal stationery were
accepted by the Indian Post Office as valid for use within the state
are facts which are not widely known to the philatelist collectors of
Postal Stationery or students of Indian Postal History. The
circumstances of the birth of this postcard and letter sheet and
certain facets of their use are given in this article.

On 12th July 1886, the Anche Bakshi put up a proposal to the Chief
Secretary through the Dewan of Mysore for the introduction of an
Anche (Post) card. The proposal was as under:

1. I have the honour to submit that, pending the introduction of the
label system into the Province, it is feasible to introduce the system
of Anche (Post) cards by means of which the public in Mysore would
be greatly benefited and a great convenience placed within the
reach of all. My proposalis to have a card about the same size as an
Imperial Post Card with the words Mysore State (Post) Card printed
on one side which being supplied to Anche Mutsaddis etc. could be
sold to the public at the low rate of one pie. These cards being made
use of for correspondence, would be charged at the reduced rate of
2 pies for postage the same procedure now in force with regard to
letters being adopted for the card.

2. The Superintendent of Government Press with whom | consulted
on the subject says that he can supply the number of cards required
and the cost of each card, it is hoped, will not exceed % a pie. By
appropriate devices these cards could be prevented from being
counterfeited.

3. The cards can also be used for Official correspondence. As
desired by the Dewan, a specimen of the proposed Anche card was
sent to him on 17th July. He observed, on 18th August, that the
specimen was not such as could be adopted. He stated further that
“It must bear a regular stamp, with value thereof etc. The proposed
compromise between the stamp and cash systems must be
inconvenient. The introduction of a label system will shortly receive
consideration.”

On 24th September the Anche Bakshi was able to produce for the
Dewan's approval specimen cards bearing the proposed Mysore
label and submitted by Messrs. Waterlow & Sons of the U. K. The
cost of the cards would be Rs. 3 per 1000 for not less than 250,000
at time. Apparently the Dewan was satisfied by the specimen card,
for he wrote to the Residentin Mysore on 2nd November 1886 :

“I have the honour to request to be informed whether there would be
any objection to the Darbar using in super session of the present
Anche payment system, their own postage labels of the pattern
herewith forwarded. | beg to add that His Highness' Government
consider the change above proposed highly desirable, but it is not
their wish to resort to it, if there be any prospect of the Director
General of Post Offices being able to agree, as regards Mysore, to

04

Dr. Punit S. Dixit, FRPSL

A Maharaja Mummadi Krishnaraja Wodeyar (1799 -
1831), The young Maharaja Mummadi Krishnaraja
Wodeyar took independent charge of Mysore State
in 1811. Until then, Maharani Lakshmammanni and
Dewan Purnaiya guided the young price to steer the
affairs of the kingdom.

an arrangement such as has been entered
into by the Imperial Postal Department with the
Patiala State.”

The matter was not pursued any further
probably because the question of a Postal
Convention r in the alternative, the merger of
Anche into the Indian Post was under active
consideration. And thus the first proposal for
the introduction of an Anche card got buried
unceremoniously.

THE ABOLITION OF ANCHE:

After protracted negotiations it was decided in
December 1888 that the Anche system will
cease to be and that the Director General of
the Post Office of India will take over the
management and control of postal
arrangements in the Mysore State effect from
1stApril 1889, and that from that date all postal
arrangements in the Province will be
transferred to the Imperial Postal Department.
An important provision in the agreement was
asunder:

“Official correspondence of the State will, from

1stApril 1889, be carried within the limits of the
Province, free of cost, by the Imperial Postal
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Department in the same way as such correspondence is now
carried by the Local Anche. Official correspondence of the State will
be carried beyond the limits of the province at the official rates of
postage prevailing in the Imperial Postal Department.”

A The Obelisk: British victory monument in Srirangapatna

ACIVIL SERVANT TAKES THE INITIATIVE:

The Residency in Mysore addressed the following letter to the
Dewan on 28th August 1893:

‘It has been brought to the Resident's notice that post cards
purporting to be “Mysore Government Service Post Cards”, of which
a specimen to be returned in enclosed for the information of the
Durbar, are now being posted in the Post Office at Bangalore.

“l am to refer you to the correspondence on this subject ending with
Maj. Ravenshaw's letter no. 2147-5-9 dated 18th July 1891, which
pointed out that the previous orders of the Government of India were
necessary before service post card could be introduced into the
Mysore State, and in which it was requested that a revised
specimen of the proposed Service Card should be submitted for
transmission to the Government of India.

On enquiry it came out that Mr. H. Grover, the Superintending
Engineer and Secretary to the Government for Railways, had taken
the initiative in the matter. On 6th May 1891, Mr. Grover had sent the
following note to the Dewan.

Proceeding on personal instructions from the Dewan on the 17th
ultimo, while accompanying him from Bangalore by rail to Closepett,
the enclosed specimen of the proposal Mysore Government Post
Card was printed at my request by the Superintendent, Mysore
Government Press. But happening to meet the Post Master General
of Madras shortly after, that officer observed that the circulation of
the post card without the previous knowledge and consent of the
Director General of Post Offices, Government of India, would be
irregularand resultin postage being levied.
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Continued...

| then wrote to Officiating Postmaster General,
asking him if, to save delay, he could arrange
to obtain his Director General's sanction,
demi-Officially or otherwise and his reply is
enclosed.

“itis therefore solicited that the question at this
stage may be taken up in the Department of
the Chief Secretary.

Apparently, the early introduction and use of
the Service Post Cards (which can be readily
printed at the Mysore Government Press)
depends merely on a formal reference to the
Resident with specimen of the proposed
card.”

The reply from Offg. PMG Madras dated
2.5.1891 was as under:

“| have looked into the matter of the Mysore
Government's intention to issue service post
cards for the use of its officers. No possible
objection can be raised to it and the
convenience of such a mode of official
communication is patient to every one, but it
will be unavoidably necessary that the
introduction of these postcards should be with
the previous knowledge and concurrence of
the Imperial P. O. as the whole postal
administration in Mysore rests with it an it has
the right to know of any innovation, however
trifling. This must be done officially through the
normal channel and instruction will have to be
issued to all Post Offices or else the post cards
will not circulate but will be charged with
postage and it would be irregular for me to
issue such instruction upon demi-official
intimation. Nor do | consider myself competent
to move in the matter at all without the
approval of the Head of my Department which
should be obtained in regular official course by

me.

A formal Note was accordingly sent by the
Chief Secretary to the Residency on 15/18,
May 1891 requesting that permission of the
Imperial Postal Department may be obtained
to the introduction of the proposed post card in
the province. The proposed specimen has
provision for entering the signature and official
designation of the sender on the face or
address side of the card. As the imperial post
card has provided for this on the reverse side,
the PMG at Madras advised the Resident that
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the proposed card may be suitably modified. The Residency, in turn,
advised the Dewan on 16th July 1891 to forward a revised specimen
card for submission to the Government of India.

Apparently, the matter rested there without any further action until
early in 1893 when Mr. Grover chanced to discuss the matter with
the Superintendent of Post Offices, Bangalore. According to Mr.
Grover, 'l understood that officer to say that there could be no
possible objection to their use under the arrangement by which all
official correspondence on Mysore Government Service in this
State if properly franked etc. is exempted from postal fees." Mr.
Grover did not lose much time in launching forth his baby. 'l
proceeded to use the card with the personal knowledge of the
Dewan about two months ago." Mr. Grover expressed regret for the
occurrence which was due to misunderstanding and dutifully
suspended the use of the cards pending formal sanction of the
Government of India.

The Chief Secretary wrote as follows to the Residency on 7/8.0.93

forthe required sanction.
aa, GOVT. SERTIEEY
| saaresafe wodlils mpni
+' mdurl ﬂaw.{{hhgjlt!:nn ida]

Mymee Gioel., L Tempaies Depe.
BANTALDRE

A Mysore State Service Post Card with Government of Mysore Insignia and ‘On
MYSORE GOVT. SERVICE’ printed at the top. Lemon Yellow Colour Postcard
Size 14.2 x 9 cm.
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A The Mysore State Service Post Card without the Government Insignia and ‘On
Mysore Government Service’ under lined (Type 1). White Colour, Size 14.2 x 9
cm.
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“In reply to your letter no. 2910/5.89 dated
28th ultimo regarding the unauthorized use of
service post cards by the Superintending
Engineering for Railways, | am directed to
forward for the information of the Resident
extract from Mr. Grover's memo dated 30th
ultimo explaining how the cards happened to
be used.

“The post cards can be made up at the Mysore
Government Press. They can be of the same
size and thickness as the East India Service
Post card of the British Postal Service. On the
face of it may be printed the words 'On Mysore
Government Service only.' No stamp need be
impressed as no value is payable. As to the
signature and official designation of the
sender, the Durbar consider that it would be
more convenient to allow of these being
written on the address side of the card rather
than on the correspondence side, as by
adopting the former course there would be
economy of space and there would also be
saved to the postal officials the trouble of
turning the card to see whether it has been
used by public servant competent to use it. If,
however, the Postal Department are of
different opinion there is no objection to
requiring the name and designation of the
sender being written on the correspondence
side of the card and in that case, to print below
the words, 'On Mysore Government Service
only' the following instruction which is now
printed on 'East India Service Post Card":

The address only to be written on this side; the
signature and official designation of the
sender must be written on the reverse.
“THESE POST CARDS 'On the Mysore
Government Service only' will be used for
correspondence within the Mysore State.”

On 7th December 1893 the Dewan was
advised that the Resident was prepared to
recommend to the Government of India the
adoption of the Service Card as proposed by
the Durbar for correspondence within the
State and that the signature and designation
of the sender may be on the face or address
side as proposed. The Dewan was requested
to forward a pattern card. This was sent on
12.2.1894 and the sanction of Government of
India was communicated on 27th March 1894.
The card was formally introduced with effect
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from 1st September 1894. The Government order announcing the
introduction made it clear that the circulation of these postcards is
confined to the limits of the Mysore State. They should not therefore
be addressed to places situated outside those limits.

A The Mysore State Service Post Card without the Government Insinia and ‘On
Mysore Government Service’ underlined (Type 2), Brown Colour, Size 13.7 x 9
cm.

On MYSORE GOVERNMENT SERVICE
To l- et .-':,.-.-‘._l'-"'."r‘r-
i

r

Dinssees Fhmiion s Boat Loppling,

ﬁ.ﬂujﬁ afere E"«{% .

Gmrrl el f_sﬂr)ql'—h'_

M Mewaram, P, Bandelpes,

A Letter Sheet with 'ON MYSORE GOVERNMENT SERVICE’ underlined and
printed at the top. Top flap perforated (arrow)

We have seen how the initiative taken by Superintending Engineer
for Mysore Railways led to the introduction of the Mysore
Government Service Post Card. A bit of a fuss, it may be
remembered, had been made in 1891 by the Indian Post Office
about the proposal to place the inscription pertaining to the
signature and designation of the sender on the address side. And,
yet in 1894 no such objection was raised. This was because the
Government of India were themselves planning to effect such a
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change in their own 'East India Service Post
Card.' This change was effected in 1894. It is
reasonable to presume that the rationale of
the Mysore Government proposal impressed
the Director General of Post Office and that, in
turn, led to the introduction of the new card.
Inspite of strict restrictions Post Cards are
printed in various colour papers: white, brown,
grey, lemon yellow colours. Example of a letter
sheet is also shown. The Rules and
regulations for the use of ANCHE letter sheet
are the same as applied to the Post Cards.
Date of issue of Anche letter sheet is not
known to the author.

| am illustrating three Mysore Government
Service Post Cards — one with the
Government insignia and the other two
without.

Post Card size vary from 13.7 x 9 cm to 14.2 x
9 cm with and without the Government of
Mysore Insignia. Letter Sheet is 19 x 16.5 cm
with a single flap at the top, with perforations.
On top, to right hand size is printed 'ON
MYSORE GOVERNMENT SERVICE." All
letter sheets in my collection are without
Mysore Government Insignia.

References:

1.Rao Hayavadana C. 1930, Mysore Gazetter
Vols. |-V, Bangalore Government Press.

2. Rao Hayavadana C. 1945, History of
Mysore, 1399-1799AD, Vol. |- l, Bangalore
Government Press.

3. Rice, Lewis, Mysore and Coorg: A
Gazetteer compiled for the Government of
India, Vol. I - Ill, Mysore Government Press
(1877).
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Unknown Gems of Indian Philately

India's one of the greatest historian Dr. Ramesh Chandra Majumdar
does not need any introduction about his pioneering research in
writing authentic & accurate history of India. In 1955 he established
the college of Indology of Nagpur University & joined as its Principal.

He had an illustrious academic career which remains unrivalled {ill
today. In order to complie an accurate & comprehensive history of
freedom struggle of India, Govt. Of India set up a committee with Dr.
Majumdar its principal member. But subsequently due to difference
of opinion Dr. Majumdar left this assignment & wrote his own book -
“The Sepoy Mutiny & Revolt of 1857 “. He firmly believed in the
principle that a historians tasks is to ascertain & establish truth
leaving aside all kind of legends, half cooked stories in the guise of
information not based on solid acceptable & in controvertible
evidence. He was uncompromising in this matter. Bur few people
are aware of the fact that his brilliant book on Sepoy Mutiny had
played a significant role in the issue of 2 postage stamps in 1957 —
on the occasion of Centenary Celebration of India's first war of
Independence.

As principal of the college of Indology Nagpur in 1955 he wrote a
letter to Sri. Jadugopal Mukhopadhyaya, a great revolutionary in
India's Freedom Struggle informing him that in the Centenary Year
of Sepoy Mutiny, The Postal Department has decided to release
commemorative postage stamps on Tatya Tope, Nana Saheb &
Bahadur Shah the last Mughal king. This was the time our First

Subir Mitra

Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was
reading Dr. Majumdar's well researched book
on Sepoy Mutiny. As soon as Pandit Nehru
finished his reading, he summoned the postal
department high ups & issued direction — only
Rani Laxmibai of Jhansi & none else. This
decision was given effect to in toto by India
Post. An eminent & believer in trust historian
Dr. Ramesh Chandra Majumdar left an
indelible impression in the contemporary
political action & decision. This is indeed an
unknown gem of Indian Philately.

Source Material: Dr. Ramesh Chandra
Majumdar's recently published
Autobiography, JIBANER SMRITIDEEPE

Presentation of Vadophil at Maerchenposta 2019.

Reader of Vadophil and our well wisher Mr. Wolfgang Beyer, member of the German Philatelic Group ArGe Zoologie presented
Vadophil at the philatelic exhibition MAERCHENPOSTA 2019 held on 27th and 28th July 2019 in Hofgeismar, Germany.

At left Mr. Ulrich Reinhardt, Manager of German philatelic collector group Hofgeismar 1932 and at rjght Mr. Wolfgang Beyer,

member of the German Philatelic Group ArGe Zoologie.
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Mysterious Overprint of Express Delivery Covers Ashok Kumar Bayanwala

Express Delivery (ED) System, which was introduced on 1st
December 1930 in India, was abolished on & from 1st November
1974.

Express Delivery Envelopes were printed time to time — 28 paise
envelope was issued on 11th May 1964, 40 paise envelope was
issued on 26th March 1970 and 40 paise commercial size envelope
was issued on 7th September 1970. It appears that a huge quantity
of 28 paise ED Covers were printed because a large quantity was

Wanted

found with Post Offices after ED was
abolished.

Hence 28 paise envelopes were issued /
found with 2 Paise Stamp when E.D. rate was
increased from 13 paise to 15 paise. Then with
12 paise stamps when ED rate was increased
with letter mail rate from 15 paise + 15 paise to
20 paise + 20 paise Lastly with 17 paise
stamps. When letter mail rate was increased
from 20 paise to 25 paise only.

After abolition of Express Delivery, special
stationery of Express Delivery became non
usable. Therefore the reminder stock of
Express Delivery Covers were over-printed by
all Postal Circles. Madhya Pradesh circle
became first to overprint 25 paise on these
Express Delivery envelopes, by deleting the
words “Express Delivery” and thus converting
theminto ordinary envelopes of 25 paise.

40 paise Express Delivery covers were
overprinted & issued by Gujarat Circle on 9th
June 1975. 28 paise envelopes were
overprinted &issued on 28th June 1975.

Two mint examples are shown here. The first
one is with 2 paise stamp and the second has
17 paise stamps. The amount of stamps was
not considered when the envelope was
converted into ordinary envelope of 25 paise.

Gujarat circle overprinted even those Express
Delivery envelopes which had extra postage
stamps on them, and sold these envelopes for
25 paise only though these cover had 2 paise
or 12 paise or 17 paise postage stamps on
them. It means that the stamps on such E.D.
envelopes were demonetized by India Post. If
they are demonetized, how to decipher them ?
If they are posted, the stamps would be
counted as postage stamps because they do
not have any defacing marks.

Money Order Forms - India Pre Independence & Post Independence upto 1970 period.
Carried Covers, Bus & Train Tickets of Bombay Electric Supply & Transport undertaking and Calcutta Tramway.
Send Zerox copies with expected prices.
Contact: Shri Suketu Jhaveri, C/o Light Alive Solutions Pvt. Ltd.,
Unit No. 10 & 11B, Ground Floor, Bussa Indus. Premises Co-op. Soc. Ltd., Century Bazar Lane, Prabhadevi,
MUMBAI - 400 025, (M) +919820199714 | (O) +91-22-24315785 / 24215691 / 92 / 93
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Stamps on such covers either bear a surcharge of stars or alphabet
“T" of Twenty'.

The particular of these stamps is as follows 2 Paise Bidriware—D 70
of Jain, 0.06 Konark Elephant — D 74 of Jain, 0.15 Tea plucking —
D77 of Jain and 3 paise of Map Series — D 40 of Jain.

Now the question arises what is the locus standi of these stamps
which bears either 'T" of Twenty-five or a portion of stars which were
used to Cancel the words Express Delivery ? Are they demonatised
stamps or will form a new class of stamps ?
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Two used examples are shown here, which
shows a block of 4 of 3 paise stamps and a pair
of 6 paise stamp. Which have overprints of
either star or 'T', were considered in payment
of registered post.

Before concluding, | request the readers of
this article, to give their views on these
express delivery envelopes. Which have extra
postage stamps, not considered while
converting them in ordinary 25 paise
envelopes.

For further queries, please contact the writer
on email: parthlochan@gmail.com

Philatelic Links

» www.indianphilately.net
> www.itsstampnews.blogspot.in
> www.stampsofindia.com

» rainbowstampclub.blogspot.com

» rainbowstampnews.blogspot.com
» www.philamirror.info

» www.indianstampghar.com &

» www.indianphilatelics.com Q fa)
- 0 -

» www.indianpostagestamps.com

» www.rajpiplapost.com [l @@( !

» www.barodapostalhistory.com

» modernindianphilately.blogspot.com ‘\
» www.philateliccongressofindia.com

» www.f-i-p.ch

» www.exponet.info

Be like a postage stamp. Stick to one thing until you
getthere.

Join Baroda Philatelic Society. Membership form and other details are available at our website

Visit us @ www.vadophil.org
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Rajputana State

Dr. Punit S. Dixit, FRPSL

Pachbadra Salt Lines and Gangapur Opium Factory Obliterators — Tracking the History

1.PACHBADRASALTLINES

Pachbadra (Pachpadra) is a village located in the Barmer district of
Rajasthan (former Rajputana) State. Jaipur (Jeypore) is located 370
Km. from Pachbadra. Nearest Railway Station, Balotra is 10 Km.
from Pachbadra. Geographical Co-ordinates of Pachbadra are
25.9195486 N, 72.2554064 E.

Pachbadra Lake is a salt water lake lies near the town of Pachbadra.
The lake comprises 98% Sodium Chloride and produces very high-
quality salt. There are sixteen salt water lakes in Rajasthan, largest
among them is Sambhar Lake. The saltin Rajasthan is wind-born or
cyclic salt that is salt was carried inland by the breeze which blows
from the Arabian Sea. Salt is concentrated in the lake basins by
being carried there by flowing water, which is subsequently wholly or
partially evaporated by the Sun's heat.

In 1836, the then British Government has appointed the Salt
Commission to study and recommend the Salt Tax to be levied on
the producers of the salt in India. Thus, the Salt Law came into the
effectin the same year. Salt Taxwas 100% on the production cost.

Following the introduction of Salt Tax in India, the Salt Revenue
Commissioners were authorized to issue notices to the salt traders
to Pay up the annual Salt Tax due from them. These notices were
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A Fig. 1: Salt tax notice from
Northern India Salt
Revenue Office,
Pachbadra (P.C.B.) dated
July 7, 1894 to Sambar
(Sambhar) sent bearing.

A Fig. 2: 1925 Map showing Pachpadra (Pachbadra) on Jodhpur - Bikaner
Railway Line.
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sentin covers, over printed or hand written on
envelops, 'ON HER MAJESTY'S SERVICE' or
'ON H.M.S." BEARING. Thus, avoiding
postage and charging double the postage to
the addressee due to 'POSTAGE DUE' to the
post office. One examples of 'SALT TAX
NOTICE' from Rajputana State dated July 7,
1894 is shown along with the text. (Fig. 1)

Edible Processed salt was transported by the
train from Salt Depot Pachbadra Railway
Station. Pachbadra was connected to Balotra
by the shortest rail link of 7 miles (10 Km.).
From Balotra there were two rail branches
one, connecting Marwar Jn. Via Luni Jn. From
there on to Ajmer on the north and to
Amadabad via Palanpur to the south. The
second branch connecting Balotra to Barmer
and Hyderabad (Sindh) and branching off to
Karachi (Kiamari Port) and second branch
from Hyderabad to Lahore and Quetta. After
the partition of India in 1947, Jaypore -
Bikaner Railway (JBR) line connecting
Hyderabad — Ajmer via Balotra and Kuchman
Rd., was terminated at the border town of
Munabao, a town few kilometers from Barmer.
However, today, the railway line exists. This is
shown in the map (Fig. 2). Pachbadra - Salt -
Lines cds is an important obliterator both for
the RMS Postal History collectors as well as,
Mahatma Gandhi collectors. Gandhiji broke
1836 Salt Tax law at Dandi on April 06, 1930.

2.GANGAPUR OPIUMFACTORY

Gangapur is located between Sawai
Madhopur and Bayana near Bharatpur,
Rajputana State. During the British Raj and
even today, is known for Poppy Plantation
and, cultivation is legal and controlled under
the government authorization and
supervision. During British Raj, there was
regular opium trade between India and China.

Morphine narcotic principle of Opium is
extracted from the poppy seeds. Morphine is
used under the strict supervision and control in
therapeutic treatment and the extract opium is
sold to the addicts of this narcotic with
licenses.

Rajputana (Rajasthan) has even today have
many Morphine extraction and processing
factories. Gangapur has a Post Office
attached to one of the factories during the
British Raj.



Postcard cancelled with 'GANGAPUR OPIUM FACTORY / 1 MAR
38/ 3.45 PM' addresses to SAMBHAR LAKE is shown along with
the text. (Fig. 3). If you are a collector of a theme on 'Drugs and
Medicine', this is the cancellatlon you should be looking for.

A Fig.3: Post Card from GANGAPUR OPIUM FACTORY dated 1 March 1938 to
Sambhar Lake P. O.

A Fig. 4: Location of GANGAPUR CITY with reference to Sawai Madhopur
(Sri Madhopur) and Bharatpur

Gangapur (Gangapoor) had another Post Office GANGAPUR R.S.
connected with R. M. S. Postal Service. A Bazar Postcard dated 2
AUG 1925 addressed to JAIPUR (JEYPORE) is shown as an
example.

Reference:

1. Fox, Cyril S., Physical; Geography, MACMILLAN AND CO.,
LIMITED, LONDON (1942)

2. THE IMPERIAL GAZETTIER OF INDIA, VOL. XXVI, ATLAS
OXFOR, THE CLARENDON PRESS, 1931.
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Travelling Mail Peon

I, on all occasions believe in what ever happens to a person, is
always for the betterment of oneself. But, we could not see or
understand the goodness in that incident at that time. It is a long
story of incidents, which happened with me in the month of August
2014. In the third week, | found myself confined in my room after
removal of Blood Clot from my brain. Now, the question arises what
is good in the Operation? The good thing was that | was confined
with my philatelic material. And, in that solitude | found a
cancellation which I have not heard of. My colleagues and stalwarts
in the philatelic field, could not confirm the existence of that
cancellation. The cancellation was “TRAVELLING MAIL PEON /
MANDLA” dated 30th October 1935. The Book Post mail was
delivered at Sambhar Lake on 2nd November 1935. We have heard
or seen examples of “Mail Agent” or “Mail Guard”, but never a “Mail
Peon” and surprisingly it is a “Travelling Mail Peon”, from Mandla.
Now, the question arises where is Mandla?

@“&d

Mandla town is situated in 22.36 N latitude and 80.23 E longitude of
the then Central Province and now known as Madhya Pradesh.
Mandla District is a part of main eastern range of Satpura Hills.
Roughly 25% of the area of the district is covered by dense forest.
The town is situated in the loop of the river Narbada, which
surrounds iton three sides.

Mandla was made the capital of Gond Dynasty in 1670. The Gonds
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Ashok Kumar Bayanwala

erected a fort and built a palace in the District.
Their successors, the Marathas held Mandla,
which was taken by Britishin 1818.

Most of the trade of the District was with
Jabalpur which is 58.2 miles (97kms) north-
west of Mandla by road. Mandla was
connected with Jabalpur by Satpura Railway's
Jabalpur-Gondia extention line of Bengal
Nagpur Railway by 15-2-19009.

Detailed particulars are as follows:

Date of Opening Distance
Jabalpurto 15-9-1905 1.38
Howbagh

Howbagh to 7-4-19056 16.10
Burgi

Burgito 5-7-1904 51.47
Nainpur
Nainpur to 15-2-1909 26.66
Mandla

The total distance is 95.61 Miles (153 kms) in
between Jabalpurand Mandla by rail.

The dictionary meaning of Peon is — Office
Messenger attendant. So, Mail- Peon means
Mail Messenger. It was only after 1931 that on
the basis of the Jahangir committee report that
the employment of Extra Departmental (ED)
agents on a larger scale was resorted to and
the system was until then confined to Branch
Offices (BO) was extended to sub offices (SO)
and small combined offices. Consequently the
categories of ED sorters, stamp vendors, Mail
Peon, Letter Box Peon, Packers, Messengers
Van Peons etc. were introduced. But, at that
time the clerical service in post offices was
unpopular because the pay to clerks was not
placed on a scale of pay common to all
classes. Even the pay was bad, the hours of
duty were long and working conditions were
discomfortable.

Postal mails were carried by Railway either in
vehicles constructed or converted as postal
vans at the cost of Postal Department or in
ordinary coaching vehicles, non postal
vehicles in which accommodation is reserved
for conveyance of mail in charge of Mail
Guards.



But occasional dispatches or small quantity dispatches were carried
by Mail Peons on Season Tickets. It means that mail carried by a
Mail Peon is like a passenger is travelling with his luggage. The use
of Motor Services for conveyance of mail began in India in 1912-13.
Significant increase of motor service by 1934-35, because they
acted as feeder lines to the railway mail lines.

It appears to me, that the mail (Travelling Mail Peon) in question,
had travelled to Jabalpur by Motor Transport Service. Because
Jabalpur is 97 kms away from Mandla by road (mettled) and 153
kms by Rail. There should be some arrangements to carry mail in
between Postal Departmentand Road Transport.

The greed to find something more, | checked again my
accumulation of commercial mail and was lucky to find another Mail
Peon double circle cancellation which reads “ MAIL PEON/ ITARSI
TO JUBBULPORE.......... ” (not readable) dated 30th May, 1938.

- a T Ee—— T T ——

For Sale

The Great Indian Peninsula Railway (G.I.P)
laid its 5' 6” gauge line in between Itarsi and
Jubbulpore as follows:

Itarsi to Sohagpur- 30.69 miles opened on 1-2-
1870

Sohagpur to Jubbulpore-121.01 miles opened
on 8-3-1870

Thetotal distance is 151.70 miles = 243 kms.

The North-East main line of GIP in between
Victoria Terminus (Bombay) and Naini was
fully operational by 8-3-1870, though the first
section was opened on 18-4-1853.

The above referred cancellation confirms that
mail is being handled by a Mail Peon in
between Itarsiand Jubbulpore Rail line.

Before concluding this article, | request the
readers to ascertain that Mail Peon
Cancellation is found only from Central
Province (Madhya Pradesh) or through out the

country.
Bibliography:

1. The Imperial Gazetteer of India vol. XIV &
XVI1(1908)

2. History of Indian Railways-1945
3. P&T Manual -Vol. VII-RMS
4. India Post through Ages- Dr. H Noor Ahmed.

India Post New Issues

3 Sets of India Mint from 1957 to 2006 at 40% less of Catalogue Value.

Contact : Shri Rajendra M. Mehta, 21, Dena Apartment, Nr. Ashoknagar,

Athwa Lines, SURAT -
(M) +919924895501.
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Book Review

One Page, One Theme

Philatelic Bouquet of Creative Presentations

By: Praful Thakkarl.A. S. (Retd.)

Published: July 2019

Publisher: Thakkar Numismatic & Art Foundation, 101, Magnolia
Song Court, Cary,NC 27519, USA.

Available from: Rekha P. Thakkar, 34, Janavisram Society, Behind
Sahjanand College, Ambavadi, Ahmedabad 380 015, Gujarat State.
Price: Rs.465+Rs. 75P.&P. (InIndia), USD 15+P.P.

Shri Praful Thakkar has published excellent books in past: Three on
Philately and five non-philatelic. These are FDCs and Folders of
India (1947-64), Br. India Bazar Postcards and FDCs and Folders of
India with set of Stamps, Se-tenant Stamps and Miniature Sheets.
On non-philatelic subjects, Chapras — Collector's Guide to Belt
Buckles, Badges & Badge Plates of India; Collector's Guide to
Indian Canteen Tokens; Collector's Guide to Membership Badges
of Turfand Race Clubs of India and, Glimpses of Indian Autographs.

The book under the review is a compilation of Postage Stamps,
Covers, Bazar Cards, FDCs, Miniature Sheets, Black Prints
(Bromides), Special Cancellations, Private Covers, Messages on
Postal Receipts etc. arranged in a theme wise with a limit of 'One
Page' or if necessary, extension of the same Theme in 'One Page'
format only. About 150 themes are accommodated in more than 250
one page presentations in 68 pages.

When | had a talk with Shri Prafulbhai, he said that Indian Postal
Authority has issued far more than 3000 postage stamps, MS, SS
etc. and collectors can build his collection around themes instead
arranging them in chronological order. And, it is rightly so.
Commemorative Stamps of K. G. Vand K.G. Vl eracould also find a
place in this category. Even K. G. V era 12 commemorative
postcards, 1951 Gandhi Postcards, AZAD HIND Stamps (1943) and
1969 Commemorative Gandhi Centenary Postcards, Inland Letter
Cards, Air Letters have a rightful place in this category of collection.

However, inclusion of two non-philatelic materials are questionable.
Black Prints (Bromides) are not sold across the philatelic counters.
Bazar Cards are traders' advertisements for the sale of bulk daily
provisions. They were extensively used during a short period of first
decade of twentieth Century from Rajputana, Sindh, Punjab,
Baluchistan and North-West Provinces.

Dr. Punit S. Dixit, FRPSL

delight and full of information on the theme of
the subject.

Highly recommended philatelic literature and
must for both serious and ammature
philatelists. | congratulate Shri Prafulbhai
Thakkar for his very valuable contribution to
the wonderful world of philately.

Dr. P. S. Dixit.

India Post New Issues

g

Baroda Philatelic Society’s monthly meeting is held on every Second Sunday of the month at
Dr. Ashwin Patel’s Nursing Home
Near Tarkeshwar Temple, Opp. Singapore Market, Near Jubilee Baug, Vadodara at 10.00 am
Dr. A. V. Patel Memorial Philatelic Library remains open on
every Sunday between 10.00 AM to 12.00 Noon.
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New issues and News

New Commemorative Stamps (April - October 2019)

1.

10.

1.

12.

13.

12thApr2019, (X 5), Punjab National Bank, [Finance, Banking,
Building]

13thApr2019, (.5, %, 25, Miniature Sheet % 30), 100 years of
Jallianwala Bagh Massacre, [Massacre, Sikhism, Garden,
Martyrdom, Well, Memorial, Anniversary]

2nd May 2019, (X 5), Vedanta Desikan, [Personality, Poet,
Devotee, Philosopher, Logician and master-teacher]

12th Jun2019, (X5x2,% 12x2, Miniature SheetZ 34) Indian
Fashion Sariin Myriad Forms Series 2, [Patahare Prabhu Sari,
Brahmika Sari, Traditional ParsiAttire, Silver Screen Sari]

17th Jun 2019, (X 15 x 2, Miniature Sheet % 30), Ahimsa Parmo
Dharma, [Ahimsa, Mahatma Gandhi, Lathi, Spinning Wheel]
6th Jul 2019, (X 5), Fakir Mohan College, Balasore,
[Education, Institute, College]

30th Jul 2019, (X 5, ¥ 25, Miniature Sheet ¥ 30), India-
Republic of Korea Joint Issue, [Queen Heo Hwang-ok,
Princess Suriratna]

1st Aug 2019, (% 25 x 4, Miniature Sheet % 50 x 2), Indian
Perfumes, [Sandalwood, Jasmine]

15th Aug 2019, (X 15, % 25), Gandhian Heritage in Modern
India, [Mahatma Gandhi, Heritage, Monument]

20th Aug 2019, X 5x 8,3 10 x 3, % 15 x 3, X 25, Miniature
Sheets % 25, 30, ¥ 40, X 45), Indians in First World War,
[Major Battle Theatres - Mesopotamia, France and Belgium,
East Africa, Gallipoli, Air Warriors - Lieutenant S C Wellingkar,
Lieutenant E S Chunder Sen, Lieutenant Indra Lal Roy, DFC,
LieutenantH S Malik, Maharaja Ganga Singh, Indian Signatory
to the Treaty of Versailles, War Memorial - Menin Gate
Memorial, Belgium, Chattri Memorial, Brighton, UK, Nerve
Chapelle Memorial, France, India Gate, Delhi, Teen Murti
Halfa, Delhi, Indian Military Memorial, France]

24th Aug 2019, (% 5), Calavala Cunnan Chetty, [Personality,
Educationist, Philanthropist]

30th Aug 2019, (X 5 x 12), Master Healers of AYUSH,
[Healthcare, Yoga, Unani, Siddha, Homoeopathy, Dinshaw
Mehta, Bhaskar Vishwanath Gokhle, Brihaspati D e v
Triguna, Swami Kuvalayananda, Maharshi Mahesh Yogi,
Shastri Shankar Daji Pade, K. G. Saxena, T. V. Sambasivam
Pillai, Mohammad Abdul Aziz Lakhnawi, K. Raghavan
Thirumulpad, Yadavji Trikamji Acharya, Mohammad
Kabiruddin]

6th Sep 2019, (R 10x 2, ¥ 15x 2, Miniature Sheet % 50), Indian
Fashion Series: 3, [Concept to Consumer - Fashion Designer,
Costume Designer, Fashion Show, Mass Production]

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

2nd Oct 2019, (% 25 x 6, Miniature Sheet
2150), 150 Years of Gandhji,
[Personality, Mahatama Gandhi]

6th Oct 2019, (X 5), The Samaja
[Newspaper, Personality, Gopabandhu
Das, Freedom fighter, Social worker]

9th Oct 2019, (X 5), Arjan Singh DFC,
Marshal of The Indian Air Force,
[Personality, Air Force]

15th Oct2019, (X 25 x 4, Miniature Sheet

% 50 x 2), Indian Perfumes [Agarwood,
Orange Blossom]

19th Oct 2019, R 5 x 6, ¥ 10 x 2,
Miniature Sheet % 50), Historical Gates of
Indian Forts and Monuments, [Kote Gate,
Bikaner, Jorawar Singh Gate, Jaipur,
Sardar Market Gate, Jodhpur, Kashmere
Gate, Delhi, Roomi Darwaza, Lucknow,
Magazine Gate, Ajmer, Buland Darwaza,
Fatehpuri Sikri, Delhi Gate, Delhi]

25th Oct 2019, (X 5), Siachen Glacier,
[Himalaya, Glacier]

My Stamp New issues

1.

13th April 2019, Festival of Democracy
(Customised)
17th April 2019, Apollo Hospitals
(Customised)
19th April 2019, Jalesh Cruises
(Customised)
May 2019, Rudra Shiv, Tala Culture &
Archaeology, Chhattisgarh(Customised)

Note: Personalised My Stamp sheets are
priced at ¥ 300 for sheet of 12 stamps. All
customized my stamp sheets are sold at ePost
Office portal at % 500 per sheet. Face value of
each stamp is X 5.
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India Post New Issues

Prayag Philatelic SOCIety, Allahabad
(Registered under the Societies Registration Act 1860,
Affiliated to The Philatelic Congress of India)

Post Box No.26, Head Post Office
Allahabad - 211 001, U.P.

Email: ppsalld@rediffmail.com
(M) +91-9415214897

Membership is open for all the age groups for
Indian residents and for NRIs.
Contact for Annual Membership or Life
Membership.
http://www.indianphilately.net/porgup.html
To download the form or send an email to
request for membership form.
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Continued...

Special Covers and cancellations issued on
various occasions from various places in

India:

1. Birth Centenary of Dr. V. Subramanian, 26th
Jan. 2019, Mumbai.

2. Seven Wonders Park, Kota, 6th Feb. 2019,
Kota.

3. Dhanlakshmi Srinivasan, 6th Feb. 2019,
Perumbalur.

4. Gharda Chemicals Limited, 6th March 2019,
Mumbai.

5. 51st ISHACON-2019, 8th Feb